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Covenant of Grace Reformed Church | Chicago Heights, Illinois

Faith URC Beecher, IL
El Pacto de Gracia is under the
oversight of Faith URC in
Beecher, IL. Every Sunday an
officer from Faith URC attends
the Spanish service. We have
a bilingual bulletin and an
English sermon manuscript.

Joint Venture Committee
El Pacto de Gracia receives
support from local URCs
(Community URC, Faith URC,
Lynwood URC, Oak Glen URC,
Redeemer URC).
Representatives from each
church serve on the JVC.

Community Dinner at Jirtle Park July 2019

For more information
Facebook: Iglesia Reformada
“El Pacto de Gracia”
sermonaudio.com: El Pacto de
Gracia
Church Address: 900 Thomas
St., Chicago Heights, IL 60411
Sunday Service: 5pm
Sunday School: 6:45pm
Bible Study:

Fridays

Pastor Ruben Sernas

Greetings from Chicago Heights, Illinois! Thank you for
your prayerful and financial support throughout the year. We
want to take this opportunity to share an update on the Spanish
ministry.
As a way to meet our neighbors, this past summer we held
community dinners in Chicago Heights. We are thankful for the
good attendance at the community dinner held at Jirtle Park on
July 27, 2019. Approximately one hundred people were in
attendance. El Pacto members as well as several members from
local URCs served as volunteers. Jirtle Park is located on “the
Hill” ( a Hispanic neighborhood close to downtown Chicago
Heights). We served Mexican food, shared Christian literature,
and gave away prizes for children. It was a great way to visit and
fellowship with the local residents. Lord willing, we want to
sernasruben@gmail.com
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Joint Potlucks with Supporting Churches

Donations
Checks are written to
El Pacto de Gracia
Checks are sent to:
Faith URC
PO Box 729
Beecher, IL 60401
We praise God for our partners in
the Gospel ministry (Phil 1:3-5).
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make this an annual event.
Throughout the year, we continue our regular outreach
events in the Hispanic community. On Fridays, we have our
community Bible Study at a coﬀee shop in a Hispanic
neighborhood. The coﬀee shop is owned by Hector and Sonia
Martorell who are regular visitors of El Pacto. We are thankful
for the 15+ people who come to study God’s Word with us. We
are currently studying the book of Ruth.
As far as our English class, we are in the process of
relocating our English class from Lansing to Chicago Heights.
We are currently exploring various options for our new venue.
Please pray that the Lord would grant us much wisdom and
guidance regarding the location, the curriculum and the
advertising of the English class.
As we minister to Hispanics, we are very thankful for our
co-laborers in the ministry. We praise God that Arnold Lavaire
was our summer intern at El Pacto. Arnold is in his final year at
Mid-America Reformed Seminary. He plans to graduate in May
2020. He is married to Jessie, and they have three sons (their
family photo - bottom left). During his summer internship at El
Pacto, Arnold preached, taught Adult Sunday School, lead a Bible
study, and attended council and consistory meetings.
We also praise the Lord for all of our partners in the
Gospel ministry especially our supporting churches. Joint
services oﬀer special opportunities to worship and fellowship
with our brothers and sisters in Christ from local URC’s. In
Revelation 7:9, we learn about the great multitude from all the
nations who gather together to worship the Lamb. On
September 1st , El Pacto held a joint evening service with Oak
Glen URC (Lansing, IL). We enjoyed a fellowship meal following
the service. On November 3rd, we also had a joint service with
Lynwood URC (Lynwood, IL), and we enjoyed a Mexican dinner
afterwards. Our unity in Christ is visibly expressed as we come
together to praise our God and strengthen our friendships.
As we meet people through our various outreaches, pray
for the salvation of all the individuals that we meet. May the
Lord grant them the gift of faith in Christ and the gift of
repentance. May God’s kingdom advance among all the nations
which are represented in the Chicago area.
In Christ,
Rev. Ruben Sernas
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