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The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Greetings from Chicago Heights, Illinois! As 2017 draws to a close,
we want to share how El Pacto de Gracia celebrated the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation as well as highlight other meaningful
events in the life of the Spanish ministry. I preached a 5 part sermon
series on the 5 Solas of the Reformation, and we also prepared a
Spanish tract explaining each of them. In Danville prison, I gave
several presentations at the Spanish Reformation conference earlier
in the year. Both at El Pacto and the mid-week Bible study, I
explained the historical background and significance of Martin
Luther posting the 95 Theses on the church door in Wittenburg,
Germany. The pope was selling indulgences in order to raise money
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to build St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, Italy. When people
bought indulgences from John Tetzel (an indulgence
preacher), people were told that they could release their
relatives from purgatory and buy the forgiveness of their
sins. Luther posted his 95 theses protesting the sale of
indulgences on October 31,1517.
As we pray and labor for a modern reformation, we
are thankful for our partners in the Gospel ministry: our
faithful supporting churches, Sunday School teachers,
musical accompanists and prayers warriors. We praise God
for the opportunity to express our gratitude in person. On
September 11, 2017, during the US Central Classis meeting at
Grace URC (Waupun, WI), I gave an update on our ministry
as well as listened to a good discussion on evangelism among
the delegates at classis. In the past few months, my family
and I were blessed to worship and fellowship with the saints
at First URC of Oak Lawn and Lynwood URC. On November
19th, El Pacto de Gracia had a joint evening worship service
in Chicago Heights with the members of Redeemer URC
(Dyer, IN). We held a bilingual service and a potluck
afterwards. We are grateful that we were able to get to know
each other better and express our unity in Christ.
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As we begin 2018, we covet your prayers for our
outreach efforts as we share the Gospel through the mid
week Bible study and the English class. On average, 15
people come to the mid week Bible study where we are
teaching them about the Reformation. Most people come
from Pentecostal or nominal Roman Catholic backgrounds.
Thank you once again for your support of our ministry.
In Christ, Rev. Ruben Sernas

If you would like to make a donation to our ministry,
please write your check to Faith URC and in the
memo write El Pacto de Gracia. Please send it to
Faith URC PO Box 729 Beecher, IL 60401. If you
have questions, please call Rev. Ruben Sernas at
(909)615-5738 or email sernasruben@gmail.com
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