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El Pacto de Gracia
Spanish ministry in Chicago Heights,Illinois

Redeemer URC
(Dyer, Indiana)

brought Christmas
gifts for the children
El Pacto de Gracia.

David, Jazy, Joshua and Elda Cruz

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! We are thankful for
this opportunity to give an update on the Spanish ministry in Chicago
Heights. We want to highlight several events in the past few months. For
our Christmas celebration, we were blessed to have the members of the
Evangelism Committee of Redeemer URC (Dyer, Indiana) join our Spanish
evening service. The congregation of Redeemer URC generously gave gifts
for the families of El Pacto. We enjoyed singing with our brothers and
sisters Christmas songs in English and Spanish. We are very thankful for all
of our supporting churches!
In terms of evangelism and outreach, I led four sessions of the PASS
training for their staff and volunteers. PASS is a crisis pregnancy center with
four offices in the area. They have a significant number of Hispanic
clientele. Over the course of two weeks in January, I taught on the Gospel,
Christian service and prayer. The sessions were well-received, and there
were about 35-40 people in attendance. They want to connect families with
local churches in the area. Please pray that the Lord would bless us with
local contacts through PASS. We also ran a newspaper ad in the Spanish
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Our annual
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Woldhuis Farms.

newspaper called HOY! (Today) on four
consecutive Fridays. An elderly couple (Susana
and Refugio Gonzalez) saw our ad, and they have
joined us for worship for the past several weeks.
It is our fervent prayer that the Lord
would bless us with committed families who want
to become professing members of our church. We
were blessed to receive Jazzy Cruz (the 17 year
old daughter of David and Elda Cruz) as a
professing member on Sunday, January 22nd. On
that particular Sunday, Faith URC (Beecher, IL)
and El Pacto de Gracia had a joint bilingual service. Rev. Todd Joling, seminarian Ruben Zartman
and myself participated in the service. We are very thankful for the good attendance from Faith URC
and all of our supporting churches. Every part of the liturgy was done in English and Spanish
including the sermon! Everyone was able to follow along in their bilingual bulletin which had
Spanish and English songs. It is a blessing to see the Lord at work in the lives of our covenant youth.
We are grateful to all of our supporters for their prayers, generosity, cards of encouragement
and service as Sunday School teachers and musicians. I had the opportunity to thank our supporters
in person at the commencement of the bean bag tournament at Sunrise Greenhouse/Woldhuis Farms.
Every year people come out to play bean bag, fellowship, and enjoy some wonderful Mexican food!
We greatly appreciate everyone who organized, volunteered, participated and gave generously to this
event on March 4th (picture above).
As my family and I continue to settle into our new home, make new friends, and get to know
our community, please pray for us and the Spanish ministry. As we labor in this harvest field, we
know that only the Lord can give the increase. The Hispanic community like every community needs
to hear and believe the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. May the Lord bless our efforts as we share
the Good News to our Spanish-speaking neighbors.
Sincerely in Christ, Rev. Ruben Sernas

Donation Information
If you would like to make a donation to our ministry,
please write your check to Faith URC and in the
memo write El Pacto de Gracia. Please send it to
Faith URC PO Box 729 Beecher, IL 60401. If you have
questions, please call Rev. Ruben Sernas at
(909)615-5738 or email sernasruben@gmail.com
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