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Greetings from Chicago Heights, Illinois! In this latest issue, I
want to focus our attention on our Friday morning Bible study. Hector
and Sonia are regular visitors to El Pacto, and they are owners of a
coffeeshop in Chicago. The coffeeshop is located in Little Village which
is a predominantly Hispanic neighborhood. They have hosted a Bible
study in their coffeeshop for the past few years. All of the participants
come from either Roman Catholic or Pentecostal backgrounds. It is a
friendly atmosphere where we drink our organic coffee and eat our
sweetbread (pan dulce). When I first began leading the study, I would
teach on a passage that I recently preached on. As time went on, there

For there is one
God, and there
is one mediator
between God
and men, the
man Christ
Jesus,
1 Timothy 2:5
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was an interest to learn more about prayer. We used the
Heidelberg Catechism’s explanation of the Lord’s Prayer.
There are huge differences on how Roman Catholics
and Protestants pray. Within Mexican culture, Roman
Catholics pray to saints and the Virgin of Guadalupe. In
December 1531, the Virgin of Guadalupe supposedly
appeared to Juan Diego outside of Mexico City. Guadalupe
impressed her image upon Juan’s cloak. Today this cloak
hangs in the Basilica of Guadalupe in Mexico City. It is one
of the most visited Catholic pilgrimage sites in the world
(approximately 12 million visitors a year). You can see the
Guadalupe’s image on posters, candles, and murals. People
who are devoted to Guadalupe are known as guadalupanos.
The Roman Catholic Church officially proclaimed her the
Patroness of the Americas. Many Mexican Catholics as well
as other Hispanics pray to her regularly.
Given this cultural and religious context, the biblical
doctrine that Jesus is the Mediator between God and man (1
Timothy 2:5) as well as our Advocate before God the Father
(1 John 2:1) is radical. Throughout our discussions on
prayer, all of the participants were respectful and attentive.
By the grace of God, most of our participants have continued
attending the Bible study. Several participants have
attended our evening service in Chicago Heights. After the
study, I usually stay an additional hour to pray with people
about their life’s struggles and challenges. Please pray for
the salvation of the participants of our Bible study as they
learn about the Gospel and prayer. We just began a new
study (an overview of redemptive history). We praise God
for the attendance which ranges between 22 to 27 people.
May the Lord grant them the gift of faith in Christ as well as
the repentance of sins. In His service, Rev. Ruben Sernas
If you would like to make a donation to our ministry, please
write your check to Faith URC and in the memo write El
Pacto de Gracia. Please send it to Faith URC PO Box
729 Beecher, IL 60401. If you have questions, please call
Rev. Ruben Sernas at (909)615-5738 or email
sernasruben@gmail.com
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In His gracious providence,
El Pacto de Gracia has been
blessed with partners in the
Gospel ministry. We praise
Him for everyone who has
prayerfully and financially
supported us. We are
grateful for the bean bag
tournament (our annual
fundraiser) where we can
thank you in person and
enjoy a time of fellowship.
May the Lord bless our
efforts as we labor together
for the advancement of His
kingdom so that all may
hear the Good News of
Jesus Christ both in English
and Spanish. Soli Deo
Gloria!
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